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We are what we repeatedly do.  Excellence, then, is not an act but a habit.  -Aristotle 

 "The more you open yourself up to opportunity, the more it becomes available to you."  

Unknown 

  

Course Description and Objectives  
6

th
 grade band is designed to teach students the fundamentals of playing a musical 

instrument.  The class meets every day for 45 minutes.  Some of the general objectives of 

this class include: 

• to develop an understanding of proper care 

for a musical instrument 

• to develop proper playing posture 

• to develop a proper embouchure for 

correct tone production 

• to develop proper playing technique on an 

instrument 

• to develop an understanding of many new 

musical terms 

• to fully understand how to read a fingering 

chart 

• to play a large amount of appropriate 

literature 

Materials  
In addition to their instrument, all students are asked to provide: 

• a positive attitude 

• a pencil with an eraser 

• Standard of Excellence, Enhanced Edition, 

beginning band book 

• Standard of Excellence, Solos Book I 

 

 

 

 

 



Class Rules 

 
Show mutual respect.  This is the only rule.  Everything else is a responsibility.  The 

basic idea is do no harm. 

 

GGeenneerraall  CCllaassssrroooomm  RReessppoonnssiibbiilliittiieess  
  

11..  SShhooww  MMuuttuuaall  RReessppeecctt..  

22..  NNeevveerr  jjeeooppaarrddiizzee  tthhee  ssaaffeettyy  ooff  ootthheerrss..  

33..  SSttuuddeennttss  wwiillll  eenntteerr  tthhee  rroooomm  qquuiieettllyy,,  rreeaaddyy  ttoo  

ggiivvee  110000%%  eeffffoorrtt..      

44..  WWhheenn  tthhee  ttaarrddyy  bbeellll  rriinnggss,,  ssttuuddeennttss  sshhoouulldd  bbee  

iinn  tthheeiirr  sseeaatt  rreeaaddyy  ttoo  ppllaayy  11  mmiinnuuttee  aafftteerr  tthhee  

bbeellll..  

55..  SSttuuddeennttss  wwiillll  aavvooiidd  bbeeiinngg  aa  ddiissttrraaccttiioonn  ttoo  

ootthheerrss..    SSttuuddeennttss  sshhoouulldd  wwoorrkk  hhaarrdd  ttoo  

eelliimmiinnaattee  aallll  uunnnneecceessssaarryy  nnooiisseess  ffrroomm  tthhee  

rroooomm  bbeeffoorree,,  dduurriinngg  aanndd  aafftteerr  rreehheeaarrssaall..  

66..  SSttuuddeennttss  wwiillll  uussee  aa  llooww  vvoolluummee,,  iinnddoooorr  

ssppeeaakkiinngg  vvooiiccee  aatt  aallll  ttiimmeess..    YYeelllliinngg  wwiillll  nnoott  bbee  

ttoolleerraatteedd  iinn  tthhee  bbaanndd  rroooomm..  

77..  WWhheenn  ppllaayyiinngg,,  pprrooppeerr  hhoorrnn  ccaarrrriiaaggee  aanndd  

uuppppeerr  bbooddyy  ccaarrrriiaaggee  wwiillll  bbee  oobbsseerrvveedd..    

SSttuuddeennttss  wwiillll  ssiitt  oonn  tthhee  eeddggee  ooff  tthheeiirr  cchhaaiirrss  

wwhheenn  ppllaayyiinngg..  

88..  SSttuuddeennttss  wwiillll  aavvooiidd  ttoouucchhiinngg  ppeerrccuussssiioonn  

eeqquuiippmmeenntt  uunnlleessss  iinnvviitteedd  ttoo  ddoo  ssoo..  

99..  NNoo  gguumm,,  ffoooodd,,  ddrriinnkkss  wwiillll  bbee  aalllloowweedd  iinn  tthhee  

bbaanndd  rroooomm..    BBoottttlleedd  wwaatteerr  wwiitthh  aa  lliidd  iiss  

aacccceeppttaabbllee..    

1100..  EEvveerryytthhiinngg  hhaass  aa  ppllaaccee  aanndd  nneeeeddss  ttoo  bbee  

rreettuurrnneedd  ttoo  tthhaatt  ppllaaccee  wwhheenn  rreehheeaarrssaall  iiss  oovveerr..    



Grading Policy  
Students will be graded on the following criteria: 

   

Attitude and Effort  
Students earn a daily grade of 10 points each day they come to class and give 100% 

effort.  Points are not earned if a student forgets their instrument, music, or any other 

required materials.  Students also lose points for being tardy, talking out of turn, or 

disrupting class in any other way.  Students may gain points if they are observed acting in 

a manner that contributes to the success of the band.  Students should come to class with 

a positive attitude and be ready to try their best.  The weekly grade will be worth one-

third (33%) of each student’s grade.  Showing mutual respect will guarantee an A for 

effort. 

 

In Class Assignments 
We will have regular playing tests.  The playing test will consist of either a scale or an 

excerpt of music determined by the director.  These tests will occur on alternating Fridays 

throughout the year.  Playing tests will be worth 33% of the grade. 

 

Performance Attendance  
This category gives each student points for attending performances.  All performances 

will be announced well in advance.  Students will be allowed to perform based on their 

attitude and effort in class.  If a student has displayed poor effort or attitude, they may be 

asked not to perform at the discretion of the director.  In addition, the student will not be 

allowed any special privileges, such as any end of the year trip.  A second absence will 

result in removal from the ensemble.  An absence from any performance may only be 

excused two weeks in advance by the director.  Absences must follow the attendance 

policy as set in the high school band syllabus located on the web page at 

www.bolivarmusic.org.  Absence forms are available on the music website. 

    
Promotion  
Students will be promoted to the next semester of band based on their grade.  If a student 

receives a grade of “C” or below for the semester, that student will not be allowed to 

continue in band. 

 

Schedule  
The band schedule can be found at www.bolivarmusic.org .  Please check this website 

regularly so that you will know if there are any changes to this schedule.  All events are 

posted on the website as far in advance as possible.  Most of the dates for this year are 

already on the schedule.  Look for listings on the schedule that specify BMS 6
th

 Grade. 

 

 

 

 

 



What Makes a Good Band Member? 
The following is a list of virtues that help you show mutual respect: 

 

 1) Honesty- Thomas Jefferson says, “Honesty is the first chapter in the book of  

  wisdom.” 

 2) Discipline- comprehending instruction in arts, sciences, correct sentiments,  

  morals and manners, and due subordination to authorities. (Webster’s  

  Dictionary) 

 3) Respect- to consider worthy of esteem; to regard with honor.   

 4) Responsibility- able to answer for one's conduct and obligations; able to  

  choose for oneself between right and wrong (Webster’s Dictionary) 

 5) Esteem- build one another up with exhorting speech (not gossip). 

 6) Pride- a reasonable or justifiable self-respect (Webster’s Dictionary) 

 7) Perseverance- to persist in a state, enterprise, or undertaking in spite of  

  counterinfluences, opposition, or discouragement (Webster’s Dictionary) 

 

 This syllabus is just a brief outline of the expectations of 6
th

 Grade Band.  What 

we have not covered are the great experiences, fun times, and lifelong achievements 

inherent in band membership.  Your student will also enjoy a great sense of 

accomplishment when performing as an ensemble.  The greatest lesson to learn from 

band, that students can take with them into all of their life experiences, is that one will get 

out of band what one puts into band.  We challenge each band member to push beyond 

what they think is possible, so they can each enjoy the true satisfaction of a job well 

done. 

   

We look forward to this year with great anticipation.  You are in for an exciting year and 

some of the best times of your life.  Enjoy it all!  Together, we are capable of doing great 

things! 

   

smcclard@bolivarschools.org 

 

jtrew@bolivarschools.org  

 

 


